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A few weeks ago, a parliamentary petition calling for the
government to ’make the production, sale and use of cannabis
legal’ attracted over 200,000 signatures from the public,
meaning it would be considered for debate in the House of
Commons and causing many to hope that an issue overhauling
laws around the world might finally be discussed properly and
sensibly in the UK.

The Home Office issued a crushing response however, claiming
that “substantial scientific evidence shows cannabis is a harmful
drug that can damage human health,” and dismissing the idea
that the legalisation of the drug would bring huge tax benefits
and a reduction in crime from its illicit trade.

Obligatory government response over with, the petition is now
set to be shelved, with no parliamentary debate date in sight.

It’s a perplexing stance, given Colorado has made so much
money from cannabis that it’s having to actually give some back
to taxpayers, Denver police have said that ‘everything’s fine’ a
year on from legalisation, and the House of Lords has declared
UK drug laws a “laughing stock”.

I asked the Home Office whether, given its view that cannabis
causes ‘harm to individuals and society’, “do they believe then,
that cannabis (class B) is a more harmful drug than alcohol

Cannabis legalisation petition was shot down by the Home Office last month
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(legal)?”

Their reply: “We wouldn’t have anything to add to the
government response.”
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The government killing it with woefully contradictory drug 
legislation once again 
5:33 AM - 2 Jun 2015

   69  37

Christopher Hooton 
@ChristophHooton

 Follow

In the US, the issue is very much on the table.

President Obama recently said “we should follow the science as
opposed to ideology” on the matter, and, in a major step forward,
the White House lifted a much-maligned bureaucratic
requirement that had stifled scientific research into cannabis.

Back in February, a study published in Scientific Reports, a
subsidiary of the journal Nature, found that weed is 114 times
less deadly than alcohol.
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NLV  9 hours ago

Smoking generally is bad that is why vaporizers were invented.
UK government advice can't be trusted on most things

REPLY + 0 –

CHRISTY  2 days ago

A Government can blatantly lie to it's people?

Do you trust them know ? 

NHS another UK Government lie?

These responses should not be ignored instead they will be used
to crumble a failing Government!

WHAT A LOAD OF RUBBISH AND WE THE PEOPLE HAD
TO PAY SOMEONE TO WRITE IT? INSULT!
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Fassbender tipped
to win Best Actor
Oscar for role in
Steve Jobs biopic

See the world
differently with
these minimalist
maps

Hamilton keeps win
after tyre breach
investigation

The world’s first

FILM

i100

F1

MOTORING

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.independent.co.uk/users/SUID_e2b382e8-e8b5-4c79-83b7-dc188b269795
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/is-cannabis-more-harmful-than-alcohol-no-comment-says-the-uk-government-10482508.html?loadcomments=true#3a34665d309c484ab1babdc4ae9465f9
javascript:void(0)
http://www.independent.co.uk/users/SUID_e2b382e8-e8b5-4c79-83b7-dc188b269795
http://www.independent.co.uk/users/SUID_75576c6b-4e8d-4805-ba9d-82f034b0d614
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/is-cannabis-more-harmful-than-alcohol-no-comment-says-the-uk-government-10482508.html?loadcomments=true#c4f47012cf9e4b969655f5b2e7797c2b
javascript:void(0)
http://www.independent.co.uk/users/SUID_75576c6b-4e8d-4805-ba9d-82f034b0d614
http://www.independent.co.uk/users/SUID_e2b382e8-e8b5-4c79-83b7-dc188b269795
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/films/oscars/steve-jobs-biopic-michael-fassbender-tipped-for-best-actor-oscar-after-film-debuts-at-telluride-festival-10488775.html?icn=puff-13
http://i100.independent.co.uk/article/see-the-world-differently-with-these-minimalist-maps--W1gmV6XiBx?icn=puff-14
http://www.independent.co.uk/sport/motor-racing/italian-grand-prix-2015-report-lewis-hamilton-closes-in-on-third-world-title-after-monza-triumph-10488706.html?icn=puff-15
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/motoring/toyota-mirai-worlds-first-massproduced-hydrogenpowered-car-has-a-range-of-300-miles--and-its-on-its-way-10488258.html?icn=puff-16


NLV  9 hours ago

Yes the government does seem unable to provide back
up for the ludicrous laws, mind that doesn't stop them.
How many immigration estimates have been right?
None. This another subject where the establishment do
not understand the debate or the risks.

REPLY + 0 –

JIM HEFFNER  2 days ago

Would you believe "I'm from the Government and I'm here to
help you?" If you do, I have this bridge in Brooklyn that that you
might be interested in or maybe you would rather look at the
one in Lake Havasu City, Arizona. 
Politicians have this problem with time. They're stuck in the past
can't get in sync with the present or even imagine the future.

REPLY + 0 –

JLIEBLING  4 days ago

Here is my (rather long) rebuttal of the government's response:
http://jlieblingcannabis.blogspot.co.uk/2015/08/the-
government-have-now-given-initial.html

Jon Liebling - United Patients Alliance

REPLY + 2 –

CIARAN DELANEY  4 days ago

I signed this petition and received the response.

However I think it is laughable that the government THINK
they have a say in this matter, the people are telling them the

mass-produced
hydrogen-powered
car is on its way
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facts yet they are blind.

They think that saying NO stops anything? They are only
continuing to make the issue worse and cost more and more
money.

Even the police forces themselves are now refusing to enforce
these drug laws when it comes to cannabis, most turning a blind
eye and a good few starting to fight for the cause.

Our health minister Jeremy Hunt should be removed from
office for his lack of understanding of many issues not including
this one, it is time more relevant politics took place in society
that is ever changing and evolving.

REPLY + 3 –

JACKB  4 days ago

No, cannabis is NOT more harmful than alcohol. Doctors know
this but will never admit it. And, as a result of doctors knowing
it, so do politicians.

REPLY + 2 –

TTONNER  4 days ago

I started this in the hope of getting enough signatures for a
response, fingers crossed it reaches it's target and they can try
pull another excuse out of the magic hat.

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/106715

REPLY + 3 –
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CHRIS BOVEY  4 days ago

There is another similar petition using the
Government's own wording which more people have
signed and is more likely to reach the 10k threshold to
get a response.

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/106811

REPLY + 2 –

TONYH1  4 days ago

This is nothing to do with science it is all to do with votes. If this
petition had racked up 1,00,000 plus names in a matter of
weeks, you can be assured that the govt response would be
different.

Unfortunately, most key voters are of an older generation and
they have just been told for far too long that drugs are dangerous
and it would be impossible to change their minds even with the
most startling of real facts.

Get more names and this will be noticed because political parties
want votes. Nothing more, nothing less.

REPLY + 3 –

SHIMONCLARE  4 days ago

Why is the UK always behind the world

REPLY + 6 –

ARNIE WELLAH  4 days ago

The DEA have been absolutely classic in their cannabis denial
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that only in the last few months have they admitted that
cannabis is not as dangerous as heroin or meth. DOnt expect the
UK to follow suit anytime soon.

on the subject we need to stop using analogies that compare
cannabis with alcohol. One is a deadly drug and the other simply
isnt. We'd be better off comparing cannabis and tea

REPLY + 7 –

PHILSARS  4 days ago

yeah but I get palpitations from tea (caffeine) :P

REPLY + 0 –

BOFF86  4 days ago

if individual police and crime commissioners like ron hogg in
durham can effectively decriminalise possession and growing of
small amounts of cannabis at a local level despite the
government position then this is where change is going to come
about. the government obviously not going to listen to anyone

REPLY + 8 –

SPIKEY  4 days ago

That's right you idiot numbhead MP's. Just let the kids continue
with "legal highs", after all not so many fatalities and who knows
the long term effects. To think the USA is more liberal than the
UK.

REPLY + 5 –
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RIDIKARUS  4 days ago

So far this ridiculous nasty party government has not delivered
on one policy that it has set out since coalition began. Net
migration is up, not down, they couldn't even get their stupid fox
hunting ban repealed. Jeremy hunt has killed thousands of
disabled and needy Britons with his ruthless campaign against
the welfare state, while zero hour contracts and nhs staff cuts are
becoming the default for this broken down miserable country.
Now it refuses to follow the rest of the world in a progressive
path on drugs policy, and insists in filling the prisons and
probation offices with more non violent drug offenders. 

Why would anyone ever vote Tory?

REPLY + 12 –

RIDIKARUS  4 days ago

"Go out and get a job?" What planet do you live on mate? Many
psychiatrists do not believe cannabis psychosis even exists. Your
sharing opinions, not evidence Mikel . The evidence shows that
canna is is much safer than alcohol and tobacco, it isn't
propaganda, it's called SCIENCE! The government an other
deluded prohibitionists like yourself are just throwing a tantrum
because you know that you have already lost the argument.
Other countries are already seeing sense on the matter. 

Backward Britain will get there one day.

REPLY + 7 –

MIKELIRETTE  4 days ago

kissy kissy druggie deluded fools
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TWINGHOST  3 days ago

"kissy kissy" you do realise that your comment
is the ONLY comment so far without facts or a
point that sounds like it was written by a child,
but if you condone alcohol being the only way
people should be allowed to relax despite it
being deadly and killing thousands yearly then
go ahead post another childish comment
without any point to it.

+ 0 –

FEARLESS FLYSPECK  4 days ago

@MIKELIRETTE...and with a few tokes can cause relaxation in
every fibre of a being and in my case is the only drug which will
silence the excruciating nerve pain from my blasted legs caused
when the British Army detonated a landmine in my presence. I
was 12 years old. In BC, Canada, I am eligible for medical
marijuana. In UK I am eligible for Co-Codamol (100s per mo.)
full of paracetamol which is destroying my liver.
Thanks for supporting these ignorant and contrary laws.

REPLY + 6 –

TOM SPEED  4 days ago

Seen this?
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17227290

"Paracetamol: new vistas of an old drug.

...

Thus, paracetamol acts as a pro-drug, the active one
being a cannabinoid. These findings finally explain the
mechanism of action of paracetamol and the peculiarity
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of its effects, including the behavioral ones. Curiously,
just when the first CB(1) agonists are being introduced
for pain treatment, it comes out that an indirect
cannabino-mimetic had been extensively used (and
sometimes overused) for more than a century."

Paracetamol metabolizes into a Cannabinoid, AM404,
and causes the accumulation of our natural Cannabinoid
'Anandamide', and THAT is how it gives pain relief. :)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paracetamol

"Paracetamol also modulates the endogenous
cannabinoid system.[97] Paracetamol is metabolised to
AM404, a compound with several actions; what is most
important is that it ***inhibits the reuptake of the
endogenous cannabinoid/vanilloid anandamide by
neurons***"

REPLY + 1 –

MIKELIRETTE  4 days ago

kissy kissy deluded druggies

REPLY + -7 –

TOM SPEED  4 days ago

There's only one reality:
http://www.faqs.org/patents/assignee/gw-
pharma-limited/

Science f.t.w.

+ 1 –
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TWINGHOST  3 days ago

copy pasting your comment, how clever, even
saying it to injured soldiers now, hope you feel
proud of yourself.

+ 0 –

WETHERMAN  4 days ago

Cannabis is not a drug. It is a plant. It occurs naturally all over
the world and has been used medicinally for thousands of years.
Not only are our drug laws killing people but also preventing the
saving of many lives through its medicinal powers.
It is all but decriminalised already as police forces no longer
actively target users. When this government is gone, so will
prohibition and then we can reap the benefits of hemp as a
commodity, cannabis as a medicine and if it is taxed, regulated
and licensed we can fully protect our youth as we do with
tobacco and alcohol. Milkelirette, you are an anachronism of the
highest order. Grow up and catch up!

REPLY + 6 –

MIKELIRETTE  4 days ago

Skinney - I only do legal, socially acceptable substances, that
does not mean I have not tried it. I also tried anti depressants
and threw them down the toilet

REPLY + -9 –

ARNIE WELLAH  4 days ago

you stick to your moral judgement. the rest of us will
continue to campaign against the criminalisation of our

http://www.independent.co.uk/users/_gid_Ao299l6UVtfMjPukxqfdC9oKYdABIUZq4/4jCslRIVk=
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/is-cannabis-more-harmful-than-alcohol-no-comment-says-the-uk-government-10482508.html?loadcomments=true#585ca568045e49ed830d8909e0a3e333
http://www.independent.co.uk/users/_gid_Ao299l6UVtfMjPukxqfdC9oKYdABIUZq4/4jCslRIVk=
http://www.independent.co.uk/users/_gid_1zgEa7enemNQfMRV9jDbgA==
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/is-cannabis-more-harmful-than-alcohol-no-comment-says-the-uk-government-10482508.html?loadcomments=true#15deaf07176f4b56a1d2a1d6afcb316e
javascript:void(0)
http://www.independent.co.uk/users/_gid_1zgEa7enemNQfMRV9jDbgA==
http://www.independent.co.uk/users/cd9da54d749c46e096323e811239df17
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/is-cannabis-more-harmful-than-alcohol-no-comment-says-the-uk-government-10482508.html?loadcomments=true#62050b63d45c46b9babde3b222b14824
javascript:void(0)
http://www.independent.co.uk/users/cd9da54d749c46e096323e811239df17
http://www.independent.co.uk/users/SUID_88079c75-7185-4f09-ba01-68e5674ae961
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/is-cannabis-more-harmful-than-alcohol-no-comment-says-the-uk-government-10482508.html?loadcomments=true#6231a5af73924661812a8edefa1f80d3
http://www.independent.co.uk/users/SUID_88079c75-7185-4f09-ba01-68e5674ae961


friends, neighbours and even kids.

drink up son, its good for you

REPLY + 6 –

MIKELIRETTE  4 days ago

There is a reason this rubbish has not been legalized. It causes
paranoia and demotivation. It has been linked to triggering
mental illness and is a gateway drug. To all of the delusional
Potheads who think this is the best thing since sliced bread and is
doing you a favour, go out and experience the real world and get
a dam job, don't mask your feelings. This rubbish causes deaths,
be under no illusion from all of the propaganda, it causes anxiety
and depression which are the main causes of suicide and people
have car accidents under the influence, so get yourself out of
cuckoo land idiots

REPLY + -14 –

TROSKINNY  4 days ago

You say 'potheads' are the delusional ones but it's clearly
you that's bought into the reef madness propaganda
yourself. Just because some idiots may abuse it, doesn't
mean everyone does. That's like calling everyone who
drinks alcohol an 'alcoholic'. Are you planning to ban
alcohol too? It CAN cause paranoia and maybe potential
other side effects, but so can everything else. Many
people have never experienced it. You clearly haven't
done it yourself.

Chill out and have a damn joint.

REPLY + 10 –
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93TILLINFINITY  4 days ago

So if we're going by your ideology then alcohol should
be illegal too? Also I think your view of people is very
stereotypical, you should maybe judge people as
individuals and try not to be so influenced by the news
you read. I hope you find happiness one day brother

REPLY + 4 –

MIKELIRETTE  4 days ago

lolwut 2 hours ago 
"but it hangs around in your system for ages making you into a
lazy, unmotivated pussy."

put simply if you are already an lazy unmotivated pussy already
you will most probably enjoy smoking while being a lazy
unmotivated pussy I smoke regularly I'm to ashamed to admit it
and I'm studying a degree at the same time as holding down a
job.

sorry for the presumption but I guess you also think skunk is a
special new type of devil weed like the media. ----------------------
By the time you have finished your degree you will probably be
hooked on some harder drug or be smoking more and be so
spaced out that you cannot continue, drop out druggie losers.
That or you are making it all up and are paranoid someone will
find out that you are lying lol

REPLY + -7 –

TWINGHOST  3 days ago

"probably be hooked on some harder drug" and that is
where you showed your true colours of having no
experience to go on and making out like it leads to
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harder drugs, utter nonsense.

REPLY + 0 –

WOOLYWONDER  4 days ago

3 biggest killers in the world. 1 Tobacco 2 Alcohol 3 prescription
drugs. But the moons that govern us are happy enough to let
people use these drugs, causing death, violence, domestic
violence and the reason our health service is under so much
pressure. Why ban a harmless plant? Is it because you can't
patented it and make money? It seems to me that as usual the
tobacco and alcohol dealers call the shots. I have gave up
smoking cigarettes and drinking alcohol. I now smoke cannabis
and feel a lot healthier .

REPLY + 10 –

MIKELIRETTE  4 days ago

Where do you live, I want to report you ?

REPLY + -10 –

DANNYB1  4 days ago

No one likes a grass.

+ 4 –

MIKELIRETTE  4 days ago

Grass you say

+ -5 –
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TRUTHERTOM  4 days ago

And Politicians wonder why the Public hold them in so much
contempt and ridicule when they behave and act like this,
ignoring whatever does not suit their agenda but still expecting
us to credit them with some kind of Leadership.
The Politicians are so far out of step that they should not be
surprised of the appeal of Jeremy Corbyn, who at least has the
decency to listen to what they are thinking.

REPLY + 8 –

JCARVER  4 days ago

Alcohol causes severe health conditions including death.
Cannabis does not, and has never caused an epidemic to any
society in its over 8000 year history. Maybe the UK would
rather you die from cirrhosis. Instead of stopping seizure and
beating cancer.

REPLY + 7 –

MIKELIRETTE  4 days ago

Oh yea, it is a wonder drug lol don't make me laugh

REPLY + -7 –

DANNYB1  4 days ago

Something tells me you sympathize nonces.
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You wonder what day it is
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JOHN BOOTBOY  4 days ago

Get a job, then you won't have time to type
pages of trolling rubbish everywhere.

+ 4 –

ACHESANDPAINS  4 days ago

Ban the Production and Sale of Alcohol and Classify it as a Class
A Drug Now : https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/106811

REPLY + 6 –

OLLY  3 days ago

I agree alcohol is a lot worse the cannabis, but I think
that everyone should have the freedom to do what they
chose to their body's. I don't think any substance should
be illegal.

REPLY + 0 –

ACHESANDPAINS  4 days ago

"Ban the Production and Sale of Alcohol and Classify it as a Class
A Drug Now" :

REPLY + 1 –
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ACHESANDPAINS  4 days ago

If this gets 10,000 signatures we might get a better answer -
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/106811

REPLY + 4 –

ACHESANDPAINS  4 days ago

Title : Ban the Production and Sale of Alcohol and
Classify it as a Class A Drug Now

REPLY + 2 –

BILBO BAGGINS.  4 days ago

The way to look at is like this, if everyone in the room is saying
yes and your shouting NO your in a minority of one so that
should ring alarm bells, shouting NO and running away is a clear
sign they know full well they have lost the argument but don't
want to talk about it because they haven't got the balls to accept
the truth so like the cowards they are they simply bottled it and
ran but change is coming so they should grow a pair and do
what's right.

REPLY + 10 –

MIKELIRETTE  4 days ago

Not running anywhere Baggins, this is the trouble with
the UK these days. Too many druggies with their heads
in the sand. Go out and experience real life, not the
smoked version
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PHILSARS  4 days ago

wow what a silly view of a drug user, typical to
be honest imagining they have "no life" Most
drug users use drugs to enhance there
experiences no make them, the "smoked
version" as you put it is the same as the real
version just less stressful and more spiritual

+ 2 –

ABITBORED  4 days ago

I take both, but one doesn't screw up my whole day, and the one
after, or destroy my liver.

REPLY + 8 –

PHILSARS  4 days ago

sativa weed wont "screw up your day" and drinking
sensibly wont destroy your liver, but its a fair point.

REPLY + 0 –

PAX  4 days ago

Do the research folks do not believe the government on this one
.How many people die of Alcohol related diseases each year ?
Cannabis has zero deaths .
The folks in the government have no education on this ,they ave
no right to control what you take into your body .
Anyway this is all about economics and big business .
Cannabis and its cousin Hemp have so many wonderful uses and
could replace so many non renewable resources . 
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MANCITY1  4 days ago

The Governbent are a joke, no one listens to them and we all do
what we choose to do!

REPLY + 7 –

YXLCRH5KZB69HYTQ  4 days ago

It's pretty stupid to compare two totally different drugs by a
reductive metric of "harmfulness". Alcohol can fairly easily kill
you or make you have a fatal accident, but the body flushes it out
quickly and cleanly. Cannabis has more benign immediate
effects, but it hangs around in your system for ages making you
into a lazy, unmotivated pussy.

It should still be legal though, if only to avoid wasting police
time.

REPLY + -10 –

THE MARK IN REMARKABLE  4 days ago

"Cannabis has more benign immediate effects, but it
hangs around in your system for ages making you into a
lazy, unmotivated pussy."

Well if you're going to base your conclusions based on
anecdotes, I'll do the same. You're clearly evidence that
not using cannabis makes you ill-informed and
incapable of using logic...

It stays in your system it's true, but dissolved in your
body fat and with no long-term psychoactive effects.
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REPLY + 9 –

PHILSARS  4 days ago

yeah this imagination "weed" makes you "lazy"
did you do ANY research into this? did you ever
hear of "speed weed" ?? guess why they call it
that? well just incase you dont know it has a
stimulant effect similar to speed as its a Sativa
strain and not Indica which is known for its
sleeping properties, but for you to say iot makes
you lazy for days to come is 100% wrong and I
will explain why, if you where smoking Indica
the night before you would sleep like a baby
next day you will wake after a very good sleep
felling refreshed,depending on how much and
how long you smoked not smoking weed will
have a stimulant effect very similar to speed or
Ritalin, so in the following days it has the
opposite effect of the drug, dont believe me
then compare alcohol when drunk full of
confidence speaking to strangers etc next day
paranoid quite little mouse

+ 0 –

LOLWUT  4 days ago

"but it hangs around in your system for ages making you
into a lazy, unmotivated pussy."

put simply if you are already an lazy unmotivated pussy
already you will most probably enjoy smoking while
being a lazy unmotivated pussy I smoke regularly I'm to
ashamed to admit it and I'm studying a degree at the
same time as holding down a job.

sorry for the presumption but I guess you also think
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skunk is a special new type of devil weed like the media.

REPLY + 5 –

MIKELIRETTE  4 days ago

Read my lips, you are going to drop out loser

+ -3 –

DEVONWALLACE  4 days ago

"And it’s just not rational that adults don’t have the choice of
using marijuana, but they do for alcohol. Marijuana is less likely
to be addictive, it’s less likely to cause car accidents and birth
defects, it’s less likely to cause domestic violence. So how do you
rationally say that it’s OK to drink alcohol with that profile but
it’s not OK to occasionally use marijuana?"
- Dr. Richard Besser, former director of the CDC, ABC's Chief
Health and Medical Editor

"Cannabis is a safer drug than aspirin and can be used long-term
without serious side effects. It is never possible for a scientist to
say that anything is totally safe. But, at the end of the day,
scaremongering does science – and the public – a great
disservice. Cannabis is simply not as dangerous as it is being
made out to be."
- Professor Les Iversen, chairman, British Advisory Council on
the Misuse of Drugs, 2003.

"I think we consume far more dangerous drugs that are legal:
cigarette smoking, nicotine and alcohol, I feel they cause much
more devastating effects physically. We need to lift the
prohibition on marijuana."
- Former U.S. Surgeon General Joycelyn Elders

REPLY + 15 –

javascript:void(0)
http://www.independent.co.uk/users/cd9da54d749c46e096323e811239df17
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/is-cannabis-more-harmful-than-alcohol-no-comment-says-the-uk-government-10482508.html?loadcomments=true#4cd8d90780c64a8290226852057ca21f
http://www.independent.co.uk/users/cd9da54d749c46e096323e811239df17
http://www.independent.co.uk/users/_gid_my5zR+ue1dfSlwyL8myEk6e1JN9/SmHqIEAivSimrEA=
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/is-cannabis-more-harmful-than-alcohol-no-comment-says-the-uk-government-10482508.html?loadcomments=true#c272f4698ffe4a7abd0a88fb563ecec2
javascript:void(0)
http://www.independent.co.uk/users/_gid_my5zR+ue1dfSlwyL8myEk6e1JN9/SmHqIEAivSimrEA=


NR23DEREK  4 days ago

So do we now get some serious fact based critical coverage of the
cannabis law reform debate in the Independent? You could start
by issuing an apology for the terrible "cannabis apology"
published a few years ago. No, I didn't think so...

REPLY + 10 –

PHIL1EDINBURGH1  4 days ago

Just look at some of our aging rock stars and you can see with
your own eyes what cannabis does to - these that are still alive
anyway.

REPLY + -15 –

THE MARK IN REMARKABLE  4 days ago

Right....it was cannabis what did that to them...

REPLY + 18 –

PG  4 days ago

Only if, as Phil thinks, you believe that cannabis
is as dangerous as that well-known British
invention from the 19th century; heroin...

+ 11 –

BILBO BAGGINS.  4 days ago

The old "gateway drug" argument, problem is
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what are the first gateway drugs 99.9% of the
population start with?, oh yeah alcohol and
tobacco!.

+ 3 –

THE DEMON  4 days ago

If I thought you werew serious id say you need help, but
clearly you are not.

REPLY + 11 –

JIM HEFFNER  5 days ago

After Dr. Sanjay Gupta reversed his stand and came out for
Cannabis our more forward looking politicians examined and
then softened their hard-line stand on Cannabis. Seems the UK's
pols are not yet at that stage of enlightenment. The world wide
softening of attitudes about Cannabis is moving forward. The
train is coming and the survivors are getting off the tracks.

REPLY + 17 –

TOM SPEED  5 days ago

Not only is Cannabis much safer than, well, peanuts, but there is
a more recent 'discovery' (if you could call it that) that is not
getting the attention it deserves!

We now know 'raw' Cannabis is non-psychoactive!

So long as you don't heat it (including baked edibles), or use
some that's been harvested and stored for a long time, it's non-
psychoactive if you eat it, and gives you FULL medical benefits!
Now anyone who is sick can use it without fear of getting 'high'
or 'stoned'.
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We desperately need a change in the law to allow sick people
access to fresh raw Cannabis, one that would likely save the NHS
£MILLIONS in the long term due to the health benefits.

Dr. William Courtney 'Raw Cannabis advantages'
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlsBGXNxJYU

W.C.(2:29) "Cannabis the poster-child for raw food. Eaten RAW
in any ways, salad, blended, juiced, as long as it's UNHEATED, it
has phenomenal properties, and then when you heat it some of
those properties are deteriorated, and some of them are altered,
and then the really big one is the creation of THC which is so
potent at a very low dose that it restricts comfortable use to the
10 - 15mg which is really inadequate for many of the other
functions of the plant, so there's many things that happen when
you heat it.

But as you mentioned, we've been doing that for about 10,000
years and even in California 99.99% of people equate Cannabis
with psychoactive use, so that is just a common misnomer and it
is very difficult for me to hear speakers and people say Cannabis
and THC and use those interchangeably because there is so little
THC in the plant that you can not get high from eating it, it's
there but it's there in trace amounts, it requires heating to
convert the THC-Acid which is NON-psychoactive, into the THC
which is very VERY psychoactive."

...

'The power of raw Cannabis' https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=qgEP9FdIzT8

Dr Courtney (1:43) "The bottom line is, it's a dietary essential
that helps all 210 cell types function more effectively. So I never
even refer to it as a medicine anymore, striclty as a dietary
essential. It only becomes a medicine once you have a
breakdown and a condition has become very serious and your
body is being overwhelmed, then Cannabis can be manipulated,



i.e. heated, concentrated to become a medicine, but in its best
form it's a preventative, and preventing diabetes is a lot better
than trying to treat it, preventing cancer, is a lot better than
trying to treat it."

The Science is good!

http://www.faqs.org/patents/assignee/gw-pharma-limited/

http://www.google.co.uk/patents/US6630507

REPLY + 19 –

BOSWIDGE  5 days ago

As in many other areas, government policy on drugs is not
evidence based. It is based on the opinions of Paul Dacre.

REPLY + 28 –

PG  4 days ago

Not forgetting Murdoch and the Barclay brothers - as
well as the owner of "Desperate Housewives" (aka Daily
Express and Star).

REPLY + 13 –
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